
 

ESAMI DI STATO DI ISTRUZIONE SECONDARIA SUPERIORE 

SIMULAZIONE PROVA DI ITALIANO 

 

Svolgi la prova, scegliendo tra una delle seguenti proposte 

 

TIPOLOGIA A - ANALISI E INTERPRETAZIONE DI UN TESTO LETTERARIO ITALIANO 

PROPOSTA A1 
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TIPOLOGIA B – ANALISI E PRODUZIONE DI UN TESTO ARGOMENTATIVO 
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TIPOLOGIA C – RIFLESSIONE CRITICA DI CARATTERE ESPOSITIVO-ARGOMENTATIVO SU TEMATICHE DI 

ATTUALITÀ 

PROPOSTA C1 
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PART 1 – COMPREHENSION AND INTERPRETATION 

Read the text below 
 

 The principal object, then, which I proposed to myself in these Poems was to chuse incidents  
 and situations from common life, and to relate or describe them, throughout, as far as was  
 possible, in a selection of language really used by men; and, at the same time, to throw over  
 them a certain colouring of imagination, whereby ordinary things should be presented to the 
5 mind in an unusual way; and, further, and above all, to make these incidents and situations  
 interesting by tracing in them, truly though not ostentatiously, the primary laws of our nature: 
 chiefly, as far as regards the manner in which we associate ideas in a state of excitement. Low  
 and rustic life was generally chosen, because in that condition, the essential passions of  the  
 heart find a better soil in which they can attain their maturity, are less under restraint, and speak  
10 a plainer and more emphatic language; because in that condition of life our elementary feelings 
 co-exist in a state of greater simplicity, and, consequently, may be more accurately  
 contemplated, and more forcibly communicated; because the manners of rural life germinate 
 from those elementary feelings; and, from the necessary character of rural occupations, are  
 more easily comprehended, and are more durable; and lastly, because in that condition the  
15 passions of men are incorporated with the beautiful and permanent forms of nature. The  
 language, too, of these men is adopted (purified indeed from what appear to be its real defects, 
 from all lasting and rational causes of dislike or disgust) because such men hourly communicate  
 with the best objects from which the best part of language is  originally derived; and because,  
 from their rank in society and the sameness and narrow circle of their intercourse, being less 
20 under the influence of social vanity, they convey their feelings and notions in simple and  
 unelaborated expressions. Accordingly, such a language, arising out of repeated experience and 
 regular feelings, is a  more permanent, and a far more philosophical language, than that which is 
 frequently substituted for it by Poets, who think that they are conferring honour upon themselves  
 and their art, in proportion as they separate themselves from the sympathies of men, and indulge 
25 in arbitrary and capricious habits of expression, in order to furnish food for fickle tastes, and 
 fickle appetites, of their own creation.  
  

 (387 words) 
 from Preface to Lyrical Ballads (1802 edition), W. Wordsworth (1770-1850) 
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Read the following statements and say whether each one is True (T), False (F) or Not Stated 
(NS). Put a cross in the correct box  

 
 
1)  Ordinary events were chosen as the main object of poetry. 

T       F       NS     

2)  Poetry did not have to be written in a commonly spoken language. 

T       F       NS     

3)  Those who live a simple life can express feelings in a simpler way. 

T       F       NS     

4)  The conceits of society influence the way in which people communicate their feelings.  

T       F       NS     

5)  Poets tend to show their superiority over ordinary men 

T       F       NS     

Answer the questions below. Use complete sentences and your own words. 

6) By referring to the text, explain what the author means with the expression “colouring of 
imagination” (line 4). 
 

7) Who is the subject pronoun they referred to in the sentence “being less under the influence of 
social vanity they convey their feelings and notions in simple and unelaborated expressions” 
(lines 19-21)? 

 
8) Different categories of people are mentioned in the passage. Write about them.  

 

 

PART 2 – WRITTEN PRODUCTION 

“The Romantics highlighted the healing power of the imagination, because they truly believed that it 
could enable people to transcend their troubles and their circumstances. Their creative talents could 
illuminate and transform the world into a coherent vision, to regenerate mankind spiritually”. 

 

from The Romantics, bl.uk (2004) 
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“People can become more skilled at ‘using-the-future’, because of two facts. One is that the future 
does not yet exist, it can only be imagined. Two is that humans have the ability to imagine. As a 
result, humans are able to learn to imagine the future. […] This is not just about understanding how 
to prepare for potential crises or plan how to overcome grand challenges or realise the important goals 
of Agenda 2030. It is also about moving beyond a dependency on the illusion of certainty and the 
fragilities this creates”. 

from en.unesco.org 
 

These two quotations highlight the power of imagination: regenerating mankind spiritually and 
enabling us to think creatively especially today amidst global uncertainty. Discuss the quotations in 
a 300-word essay. Support your ideas by referring to your readings and/or to your personal experience 
with imagination. 
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PART 1 – COMPREHENSION AND INTERPRETATION 

  

Read the text below 
 

 If our species wants to enjoy a long-term future, it might need to tap into the very human  
 qualities of emotion. Think about some of the knottiest problems facing the world today  
 and the suggested solutions to them. Climate change? Answer it with carbon transitions to  
 clean energy. Migration? Answer it with streamlined visas and new systems of border control. 
5 Humans tend to seek solutions to problems like these – both macro and micro, simple and  
 complex – through a short-term, external perspective that doesn’t obligate individual  
 participation. This hyper-rational perspective is at least as old as Aristotle, who described  
 passions as capricious, dangerous roadblocks on the path to becoming fully human. It became 
 integral to the Western ethos during the 18th Century Enlightenment and still persists today. 
  

10 But trying to suppress our emotional responses to our current circumstances cannot eliminate  
 the role they play entirely. Our feelings are not only an integral part of our moral, social, and  
 personal well-being, but also are vital tools for solving complex challenges we face individually, 
 organisationally, and even as a species.  
  

 Humanity is in a period of great upheaval. For people and organisations attempting to thrive  
15 in this tumultuous time, old mindsets and approaches no longer work. To create a better future  
 where everyone can flourish, leaders and organisations need to find ways to engage and  
 encourage emotions more fully. In recent decades, an array of scientific insights have reshaped 
 the way we view emotions, particularly in the way they affect how we think about the future. 
 We have learned that emotions can be harnessed to guide us toward rational choices and  
20 cooperative action. Emotions can be geared toward long-term thinking and behaviour and are 
 essential to the evaluation of simulated possible futures. If we are to truly shift course, to make 
 individual commitments that allow us to build better futures, we need to find ways of using 
 emotions and feelings to our advantage. For, as Anne Frank said, “...feelings can't be ignored, no 
 matter how unjust or ungrateful they seem." They are and will always be a part of us and we need 
25 to learn how to leverage them for the betterment of ourselves and the generations to come. 
  

 A good starting point for developing this kind of mindset is to nurture a suite of feelings known 
 as “self-transcendent emotions”. These emotions – which include feelings of empathy, gratitude, 
 etc. – evolved to help manage social relationships with others and orient humans to a world that  
 is bigger than themselves. For example, empathy – our connection to other people’s thoughts, 
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30 emotions, and well-being - motivates us to act positively on behalf of others. Harnessing empathy- 
 specifically transgenerational empathy – can help us make decisions that impact us for the better 
 both today and for generations to come, also in line with the Goals of the UN 2030 Agenda for 
 Sustainable Development. This might include for example eating less red meat, which helps both 
 our own cardiovascular health as well as the health of the ecosystem for decades to come. So, 
35 empathy for future generations provides the positive emotional jolt needed to transcend our short- 
 term impulse to take the easy way out. 
  

 But for all its power, empathy is also fragile, often going missing just when we need it most.  
 For instance, people find it difficult to empathise with those who differ from them politically 
 racially, or ideologically and  tend to empathise preferentially with others who are close to 
40 themselves: spatially, socially, and temporally. But this limit is not “baked in” to the nature of  
 empathy. Like other emotions, people can regulate empathy, pointing it toward targets with whom  
 they might typically find it difficult to connect. One way to build empathy is by cultivating a sense  
 of “psychological safety”, through close connection to other people. For instance, reminding  
 people of positive attachment figures, such as supportive family members, renders them more  
45 empathic and helpful to others. Likewise, reflecting on positive people in our histories can also  
 help us to extend empathy to those beyond our immediate spheres.  
 If we connect to the sacrifices made by our ancestors that have allowed us to flourish today, we  
 can build upon that gratitude to influence how we might become great future ancestors for  
 generations to come. 
  

 (707 words) 
  

 adapted from bbc.com (2020) 

 
Read the following statements and complete each question with the correct option (A, B, C or D). 
Put a cross in the correct box 

1. The author of the text wants us to understand that in order for mankind not to have a short-term 
future 

 

A. □ we might have to manage to use the human aspects of emotion. 
B. □ we might enjoy the characteristics of our species. 
C. □ we might avoid the very consequences of excessive emotions. 
D. □ we might need to be careful about the impact of emotion on human nature. 
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2. According to the text, when it comes to solving issues, whether complex or simple, humans 
are inclined to 

A. □ oblige individuals to participate. 
B. □ consider long-term developments. 
C. □ base their solutions on an external outlook without being personally involved. 
D. □ consider short-term solutions as a starting point. 

3. In order for humanity to overcome the current difficult period  

A. □ leaders and organisations have to be more engaged. 
B. □  it is necessary to take advantage of old attitudes, because experience is needed. 
C. □ someone needs to take the lead and flourish. 
D. □ it is essential for us to leverage new mindsets and act differently, including boosting  

            emotions much more. 

4. Scientific research has recently demonstrated that 

A. □ we have a different idea of emotions, especially as regards their impact on the      
                        way we imagine the future. 
B. □ we have learnt that emotions cannot guide us towards the right choices.  
C. □ rational choices have nothing to do with emotions.  
D. □ emotions can play a marginal role in simulating future scenarios.   

5. Cultivating “self-transcendent emotions” (line 27) 

A.        □  encourages human beings to express themselves.  
B.        □  means going beyond ourselves and including others. 
C.        □ has to do with man’s evolution. 
D.        □ hinders social relationships. 

 

Answer the questions below. Use complete sentences and your own words. 

6)    Based on the text, what does the author mean by “transgenerational empathy” (line 31)? 

7)    According to the text, what does cultivating “psychological safety” (line 42) help to do?  
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PART 2 – WRITTEN PRODUCTION 

“Why we need to be more emotional to save the world”.  
adapted from www.bbc.com (2020) 

Imagine you are taking part in the above international student contest. You are required to submit a 
300-word article in English to make people understand that in order to heal the world and leave no one 
behind we need to harness the very human side of us. Write your article. 
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